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Religion is a practical endeavour directed at the transfor-
mation of individual life.   If a man stops at the door of
theoretical principles and fails to use them for effecting a
change of his life, his attempt is vain and futile.   Therefore
Eastern Orthodoxy believes in a religion which really makes
individual rich with righteousness and endows moral excell-
ence on human conduct.   The basic faith of Eastern Ortho-
doxy "mirrored in the collective organization of national life
as found in Russia at present.   It is believed that individual
salvation is neither desirable nor a right attitude of religion.
Individual salvation must be interlinked with the salvation of
all."   We perish individually, but we are saved collectively.
This statement gives us a  picture of the real spirit of the
practical piety that permeates Eastern Orthodoxy.

Soviet Russia, as we find it today, is not the result of
Russian ideology as is generally believed. Marxian ideology
was accepted by Russia only as political programme* But
Russia is definitely much bigger than its political programme.
As a matter of fact at the root of the emergence of modern
Russia lies the elements of Russian orthodoxy which are
present in the life and culture of Russian people from the
very beginning if we study the problem historically.

As we have already stated, Eastern Orthodoxy prefers to
adopt a code of practical righteousness and aims at the
moralisation of the individual life in a unique manner.

This cultural part of Russia made it possible for the
Soviets to accept the Marxian theory readily because the core
of the Marxian theory lies in the fact that no individual has
got a right to prosper at the cost of other fellow citizens.
Whenever we find this tendency we must curb it as the
tendency stands for the factors of exploitation.

There was a brief intervening period in the history of
modern Russia when the religious activities were stopped for
the religion wls considered to be the opium of the people.